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         WASHINGTON – Congressman Thomas E. Petri (R-WI) and Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) announced today that they will offer an amendment on the House floor tomorrow to save the federal transportation enhancement program that funds bicycle and pedestrian paths, rail-to-trails and other quality-of-life transportation projects.

         "This is an extremely popular program, funding numerous small projects around the country which provide a big bang for the buck for thousands of communities. It's very important as a 'quality of life' issue," said Petri.  "The program was created in a 1991 transportation bill, and the upcoming renewal of that bill is the appropriate forum for any changes. The enhancements have brought in new and varied interests in support of our transportation reauthorization effort, and we don't want that coalition to unravel."

         "The transportation enhancement program has been part of a successful and balanced national transportation plan for the last 12 years," Olver said. "This well-established program has funded more than 15,000 projects nationwide, improving the economic and environmental health of communities."

         Olver and Petri will offer the amendment to H.R. 2989, the FY04 House Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill. The amendment would strike language in the bill that eliminates funding specifically dedicated for transportation enhancements. The House is expected to consider the bill tomorrow.

         The transportation enhancement program was first created in the 1991 transportation authorization bill, known as ISTEA, as a guarantee that a small percentage of gas tax dollars would be targeted to small-scale, community-initiated, locally selected transportation projects. The program was continued in TEA 21, and the President has extended the program in his TEA 21 reauthorization proposal, known as SAFETEA. 

         Bicycle and pedestrian facilities and rail-to-trails are among the most popular transportation enhancement projects. Transportation enhancement funds can also be used for downtown streetscapes, scenic highways, tourist welcome centers, transportation museums, historic preservation and wildlife crossings, among other things. Projects funded by the transportation enchancement program can be found at www.enhancements.org.

         On July 24, the House Appropriations Committee voted to eliminate the guaranteed funding for the popular transportation enhancements program. 

         "The current language in the House bill is an effort to kill enhancements and an attack on public transportation," Olver said.

         Examples of bike path projects in the 1st District of Massachusetts eligible for funding through the transportation enhancement program include the North Central Bikepath linking Leominster and Fitchburg, the Squannacook Rail Trail in the Townsend/Groton/Pepperell area, the Ashuwillticook Trail in Berkshire County, the Norwottuck Rail Trail from Amherst to Northampton, the Manhan Rail Trail in Easthampton, the Amherst-UMASS Bikeway Connector, the Southwick Rail Trail, the Columbia Greenway Rail Trail in Westfield, the Ware Bike Path and the Franklin County Bikeway.

         Petri is vice chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee where he is also chairman of the Highways, Transit and Pipelines Subcommittee. Olver is the ranking member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies. 
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